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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display conditions: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the 
publication must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication 
is kept 

and 

that the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package. 


Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The submission from Nicholas Smith (MP) voices concern that “The publication 
amounts to aiding and abetting breaking of the law.” The magazine contains 
informative articles which address serious social, political and environmental issues. 
Within this context, the feature article, “In Doors & Out Doors The Simply Living Guide 
To Growing Cannabis” (pp. 46-56), provides an informative guide to marijuana 
cultivation and a very basic guide to the consumption of the drug. The cultivation and 
consumption of marijuana is a criminal offence in most states in the country of 
publication, Australia, and in our own. In New Zealand, marijuana is a prohibited plant 
under s2 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1975. 

A consultation was held with David Kerr, Chief Legal Advisor, New Zealand Police (19 
December 1995). Mr Kerr’s response to the magazine’s content was that it promoted 
the criminal activity of cultivating marijuana. His principle concerns were that this 
magazine could be attractive to young persons as a “How to” guide, and that 
marijuana use is a health risk and against New Zealand law. 

The magazine as a whole, however, is not considered to advocate the committing of 
illegal activity, but rather, to present critical political opinions and impart the 
information to the reader. The informative construction of the article “In Doors & Out 
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Doors The Simply Living Guide To Growing Cannabis” ( pp. 46-56) is not emotive; it 
simply outlines methods of cultivation of the plant, making it very clear that the plant is 
both illegal (in Australia) and that the use of the plant is a health risk. 

For these reasons, the magazine is considered to be neither promotional nor 
encouraging of illegal activity. Given the adult readership which the magazine attracts 
by the tenor of the articles, and the concerns voiced by the New Zealand Police as to 
the risks to which the public is subject by youth drug abuse and health issues relating 
to marijuana use, the magazine is considered likely to be injurious to the public good 
unless restricted to an adult audience only. 

In the forming of this decision, due consideration has been given to the criteria under 
section 3 and section 4 of the FVPC Act and the NZBR Act 1990. The Classification 
Office therefore classifies the magazine entitled Simply Living No. 79 December 
Summer 1994 as a restricted publication namely: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 
persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 
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